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"I firmly believe that the great battle will be fought 
in the field of ideas and not in the field of 

weapons”  

Fidel Castro, 29/1/2003 
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INTRODUCTION 
American political scientist Joseph Nye, who created the 
concept of soft power in post-Cold War scenarios, explained: "A 
country’s soft power can come from three resources: its 
culture… its political values… and its foreign policies…Like any 
form of power, it can be wielded for good or ill… soft power in 
the wrong hands can have horrible consequences…”  More 1

recently, however, in the wake of the global wave of anti-
democratization, Jessica Ludwig and Christopher Walker have 
coined the term sharp power to refer to the ways in which 
global autocracies —especially China and Russia— are taking 
advantage of the institutions, communications, and linkages of 
all kinds opened up by globalization to try to influence public 
opinion in democratic nations and societies from within —
through tactics of seduction, distraction, and manipulation.   2

The concept is valid in the study of the performance of other 
authoritarian regimes beyond Moscow and Beijing. Cuba 
among them.

For almost sixty years, the Cuban state has been an exemplary 
promoter of sharp power. Within a strategy of foreign projection 
—which goes beyond the traditional interstate diplomatic 

 See https://foreignpolicy.com/2006/02/23/think-again-soft-power/1

 See https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/china/2017-11-16/meaning-sharp-power2
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agenda— Havana has devoted massive resources and worked 
with determination, sophistication and coherence to distort 
perceptions and limit public criticism of its authoritarian system. 
Given the small size of its military, economic, financial and 
human resources, the island state's capacity for sharp power is 
often underestimated outside the field of Cuban studies.  The 3

lack of knowledge of the functioning of states and societies 
shaped by the Leninist paradigm by an academia and a 
regional public opinion accustomed to the rules and conditions 
of democracies also contributes to this. An additional factor is 
an affinity that a good part of the international left —including 
its academic segments— still show towards what they call, 
despite temporalities and theories, "the Cuban Revolution". 
Addressing this problem, this text aims to explore, without 
wishing to exhaust a subject that has been little addressed and 
is complex, the presence of the sharp power of the Cuban state 
in the regional Latin Americanist academia. 

  Recently, the —typical and asymmetrical— virtual colonization of Venezuela by a Cuba 3

that is often inferior in the various dimensions of power, has rekindled the analysis and 
debate of this issue. Regarding this subject, see  https://info.fhrcuba.org/hubfs/uploads/
2019/04/CUBAZUELA-INTERVENCION-SPANISH-APRIL-9.pdf
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THE STATE ACADEMIA 
AND THE STATE OF 
ACADEMIA 
As the leading group of the oldest autocracy in a region that 
has institutionalized support for democratic values  and the 4

protection of human rights within the inter-American  system, 5

the Cuban authorities have sought to exert influence beyond its 
borders in a quest to expand its legitimacy,  as well as its 
support bases and its access to all kinds of resources. Among 
their targets are the intellectual and academic networks, 
influential throughout the region as producers and promoters of 
scientific knowledge and political legitimacy. This quest is an 
external correlate of the Cuban state's internal control over the 
production and dissemination of social sciences.
 
In the specific area of academic freedom, the Cuban political 
regime has had consistently negative performances —much 
worse than its Latin American neighbors— affecting the quality, 
autonomy and public impact of social sciences within the 
island's social and institutional context. As one queried 
academic pointed out, "Cuban academics and researchers are 

 See  http://www.oas.org/en/democratic-charter/pdf/demcharter_en.pdf4

 See  https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/5
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subject to the official policy of the ministries and institutions to 
which they belong, generally supervised by the ideological 
department of the Central Committee of the Party, which 
decides matters that go from the relevance of a research 
project to its publication and the trips of the researchers". 
Concerning support for social science research, one 
interviewee acknowledged: "Research funds available to 
researchers on the island are very scarce. The most fortunate 
are those who can obtain grants or scholarships from a 
government-authorized NGO or cooperation agency. Besides, 
researchers cannot manage these funds at will. Generally, they 
are supervised by the management of the center where they 
are assigned, which appropriates part of those funds".  

Cuban laws and political practices that strictly limit freedom of 
expression and repress civil society  require all types of 6

academic, cultural, and other institutions to remain under the 
exclusive ownership and control of the socialist state. Cuban 
diplomats and government representatives frequently block or 
harass the participation of human rights defenders and 
independent members of civil society in international events.  7

Many civil society activists —some of whom are also 
intellectuals— are prevented from leaving Cuba to participate in 

 See https://www.civicus.org/index.php/re-imagining-democracy/stories-from-the-6

frontlines/3402-cuban-civil-society-survival-struggle-defiance-and-compliance 

  See https://www.latintimes.com/summit-americas-brawl-cuban-dissidents-clash-castro-7

supporters-panama-ahead-soa-308669
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United Nations Human Rights Council events.  Within the 8

island, the number —and diversity— of sanctions on 
academics, professors and university students linked to causes 
of civic activism and expression has grown recently. 9

Even academics linked to official institutions have recognized 
the deficits stemming from the relationship between politics and 
scientific knowledge under its current configuration. Taking 
stock of the state of dissemination of the island’s social 
sciences production, two Cuban academics point out that 
"there is little evidence of the presence in the Cuban publishing 
world of issues such as the improvement of the educational 
system; the processes of marginality, crime, corruption; the 
impact and dynamics of the qualified and unqualified labor 
force; studies on the family, youth, migration and 
sociodemographic analysis. In this regard, there are studies 
carried out in universities and research centers.” 10

Regarding the situation of social science publications, three 
researchers testify that "The publication of Cuban articles on 
these fields in peer-reviewed journals of high international 
circulation is very scarce. An important part of this scientific 
production is disseminated in books, by Cuban and Latin 

 See https://mailchi.mp/cubaarchive/cuba-sabotages-un-geneva-forum-sabotaje-de-8

cuba-a-foro-onu-en-ginebra?e=7748c0b718

 See http://www.diariodecuba.com/derechos-humanos/1565619886_48044.html9

 See http://scielo.sld.cu/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S0257-4314201500010000510
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American publishers, which some authors consider the best 
way to expose in extenso their results. For example, most of 
the works on these branches that have received awards by the 
Cuban Academy of Sciences have appeared in books, and not 
as articles in refereed journals, as occurs in other disciplines" 
which would explain, according to the authors, that "It is often 
argued that in these fields most of the works address specific 
problems of our country, supported by theoretical platforms or 
ideological assumptions different from those of the predominant 
currents, so they are or would be rejected by international 
journals. Sometimes there is no wish to disseminate works that 
present critical analyses of our realities. Difficulties in writing in 
English also play a role. However, we should not renounce the 
most rigorous external arbitration possible, nor the widest 
international diffusion of the contribution of our social scientists, 
pedagogues, economists and humanists. Given the wide 
availability of international journals, even in our language, it is 
difficult to find topics for which there are no suitable ones". 11

Another author, also from the island's academia, acknowledges 
that "if policies supported by expert knowledge must be better 
than those derived from voluntarism and improvisation, access 
to the debate on these policies cannot be limited to a few 
experts convened for this purpose (...) Politics and the social 

 See http://www.temas.cult.cu/articulo/2993/la-ciencia-cubana-trav-s-de-sus-11

publicaciones-en-revistas-arbitradas
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function of knowledge benefit greatly from greater social 
participation".  12

It is appropriate to recall here that even with the lukewarm and 
periodic openings to debate in the 1990s and in the decade of 
Raúl Castro's mandate, disciplinary actions resulting in 
censorship and sanctioning of intellectuals have been on the 
agenda.  Below, we compare the trajectories of Cuba and four 13

Latin American nations of similar size —two of which are 
recognized for the progressive orientation of their public 
policies— in the period since the beginning of the transitions to 
democracy towards the end of the last century. 

 See http://www.temas.cult.cu/articulo/3010/conexi-n-entre-ciencia-e-innovaci-n-y-los-12

modelos-de-pol-ticas

 For a notorious case of repression of reform-minded academics linked to the 13

government, see Maurizio Giuliano El caso CEA. Intelectuales e inquisidores en Cuba. 
¿Perestroika en la isla?, (Ediciones Universal, Miami, 1998) as well as Alberto F. Álvarez 
García and Gerardo González Núñez. ¿Intelectuales vs revolución?: El caso del Centro de 
Estudios sobre América, CEA. (Ediciones Arte D.T., Montreal, 2001). For more recent 
punitive disciplinary actions against Cuban professors and students, see, among others, 
https://www.14ymedio.com/nacional/profesora-expulsada-Universidad-Central-Villas-
Dalila_Rodriguez_Gonzalez-patmos-cadal-Cuba-cubanos_0_2507749208.html, 
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Source: https://www.v-dem.net/es/analysis/VariableGraph/

Despite such a performance, the Cuban State has designed 
and deployed, within the hemisphere, an asymmetric presence 
of leverage aimed at influencing in a relevant way the two 
largest and most important organizations dedicated to the study 
of Latin America: the Latin American Studies Association 
(LASA)  , and the Latin American Council of Social Sciences 14

(CLACSO).    In both cases, it combines the use of intelligence 15

networks developed over decades to penetrate international 

 See https://www.lasaweb.org/en/14

 See  https://www.clacso.org/15
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academia —mainly the North American one — with the 16

ideological affiliations that link sectors of the political and 
academic left in the region to the regime in Havana.17

These affiliations have been examined, in their motivations, by 
various academics, including those on the left of the regional 
political spectrum. The Argentine political philosopher Claudia 
Hilb, specifically addressing the Cuban case, draws attention to 
the fact that "the reluctance of a large part of the democratic left 
(...) to make a clear statement regarding the oppressive nature 
of the political regime of the Cuban Revolution finds its point of 
res i s tance in the de fense o f some ind ispu tab le 
accomplishments of that regime, particularly in the equalization 
of social conditions and the universalization of access to health 
and education that were quickly put into practice during the first 
revolutionary decade.” However, as this professor from the 
University of Buenos Aires points out, "those achievements of 
the regime that emerged from the Cuban Revolution on which 
that left maintains its support or, at least, protects its silence 
regarding the politically oppressive nature of the regime, 
precisely cannot be dissociated from the form of the regime. In 

 See https://scholarlyrepository.miami.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=https://16

www.google.com/&httpsredir=1&article=1026&context=iccaspapers y https://
www.ascecuba.org/asce_proceedings/la-penetracion-del-servicio-de-inteligencia-de-
cuba-en-el-sector-academico-de-estados-unidos/

 These affiliations have been addressed, in their ideological and disciplinary dimensions, 17

by Magdalena López in her recent text “Intelectuales frente a Venezuela: Hacia un 
latinoamericanismo alternativo”, in http://revista-iberoamericana.pitt.edu/ojs/index.php/
Iberoamericana/article/view/7722
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other words, the process of equalizing conditions and the 
process of constituting a political form with a vocation for total 
domination are inseparable, and in their intertwining they form 
the key elements of what I call the regime in a broader 
sense.”  18

THE IMPACT ON LASA 
Taking advantage of the academic networks over which it 
exerts political, ideological, and intelligence influence, the 
Cuban State has projected its sharp power. It has done so 
starting from the command and control apparatus of a 
centralized nature of an unrestricted political system. This 
allows them a vertical and cohesive direction of objectives and 
messaging with all sorts of tactics from the international, 
academic, and journalistic "solidarity" networks that operate 
freely within the neighboring democracies. 

In LASA, the Cuban Section is overwhelmingly larger than the 
other national, regional, and thematic sections, doubling the 
number of members of the Brazilian and Mexican sections. 
Moreover, protected in some way by this extended 
membership, the Cuban delegation has received a high 
percentage of scholarships, resulting in an over-representation 
of "official" intellectuals —directly linked to state institutions and 

 See Claudia Hilb, Silencio Cuba. La izquierda democrática frente al régimen de la 18

Revolución cubana, Edhasa, Buenos Aires, 2010.

14



subject to strict controls— and other enlightened Cuban 
officials in LASA's annual congress. 

The very idea of "delegation", coined by the Cuban official 
discourse and translated into the meticulous organization of the 
topics, stances and attitudes to be sustained by those attending 
the LASA congresses, accounts for the limited agency, 
autonomy and plurality that the Cuban State allows for its 
intellectuals represented in the Cuba Section, especially those 
who live and work in institutions on the island. In this regard, an 
academic living on the island asserted: "Sometimes they would 
gather us in halls at the University of Havana, before going to 
LASA, where we were given something they called preparation. 
On some occasions, there were interesting presentations by 
experts in the United States about current events in that 
country. But almost always there were official orientations on 
how to behave, the risks of being contacted by the enemy, etc. 
To me, as an adult, that always seemed a little embarrassing". 

15



LASA SECTION MEMBERSHIP (2019) 
Section Members

Cuba 963

Mexico 445

Brazil 430

Ethnicity, Race and Indigenous Peoples 311

Gender and Feminist Studies 304

Southern Cone Studies 267

Peru 256

Central America 208

Colombia 205

Latino Studies 189

Culture, Power and Politics 184

International Migrations 164

Political Institutions 156

Film Studies 142

Colonial 138

Otros Saberes 135

Environment  / Puerto Rico 128

Visual Culture Studies 119
Educación y Políticas Educativas en América 
Latina  / Venezuelan Studies 116

Bolivia  /Sexualities Studies /Student Section 113

16



Source: Data provided by LASA personnel, through personal 
communication.

This disproportionate affiliation allows for the election of Cuban 
academics appointed by the State in leadership positions to 
oversee the sessions regarding Cuba in the LASA congresses, 
allowing Havana to influence the topics and composition of the 
panels and other events organized by the Cuba section. 
Academics who do not support the positions of the Cuban 
regime have denounced obstacles and biases in the process of 
selecting and placing their papers to be presented at the 
annual conference of LASA. Historian and opponent Manuel 
Cuesta Morúa, for example, has repeatedly questioned the 

Nineteenth Century 112
Defense, Public Security and Democracy / 
Food, Agriculture, and Rural Studies 110

Economics & Politics / Ecuadorian Studies 109

Asia and the Americas 101

Labor Studies 95

Historia Reciente y Memoria 89

Mass Media and Popular Culture 87
Europe and Latin America / Haiti & Dominican 
Republic / Subnational Politics and Society 72

Center Director 65

Health, Science and Technology 54

Libraries, Archives and Research 51

Amazonia 32
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relegation of panels on Afro-descendant activism and 
citizenship, of which he has been a part or promoter, to 
uncomfortable schedules —such as dawn— or facilities far 
from the main conference site. Another Cuban intellectual and 
activist pointed out: "I don't understand that people go every 
year who present, almost without changes, the same papers. 
There are a couple of bureaucrats from CITMA  who always 19

say the same thing. I have been at LASA for two years looking 
at this panorama. Besides, those are presentations with more 
slogans than data or fresh ideas. I'm not saying that all the 
official academics are like that, because others have a very 
good level. But it seems to me that LASA should be more 
supportive of young people, those of us who have new 
perspectives, alternative perspectives... who address issues 
outside the litany of militant academics. Whether these be the 
pro-government or the exiles.” 

Official statements related to Cuba made by LASA's leadership 
also reflect an unbalanced approach: on numerous occasions, 
LASA has denounced the denial of visas to Cuban academics 
by the U.S. government when these actions have prevented 
their attendance at LASA's congresses held in the United 
States; but the organization —as well as its Cuban studies 
section— has remained silent when Cuba has denied visas to 
international academics seeking to visit the island or official 
permission to attend the congress to Cuban academics linked 

  Abbreviation for the Ministry of Science, Technology and Environment.19

18



to official institutions. Even those who propose a consistent 
attitude of rejecting any restrictions on the participation of 
speakers in the congresses, whether due to the responsibility 
of Havana or Washington, have been challenged. At the San 
Francisco congress (2012), when the Cuba Section was 
condemning the denial of visas to Cubans —carrying out a 
performance with a group of empty chairs with the names of 
the vetoed ones— Professor Ted Henken supported the 
protest, drawing attention to the need to be consistent by 
adding the chairs of economist Oscar Espinosa Chepe and 
philologist and blogger Yoani Sanchez, who were also invited to 
LASA but were unable to travel due to the Cuban government's 
vetoes. This led to a shower of denunciations and criticism of 
Professor Henken by academics from the official delegation. 

Once again, at the 2013 meeting, after promoting a solidarity 
action with economist Omar Everleny —who was prevented 
from attending the congress by the director of the institution to 
which he belongs on the island— professor Ted Henken was 
the object of a political repudiation organized within the meeting 
of the Cuba Section. No one took into consideration that 
Henken's attitude was consistent with his attitude of previous 
years of questioning the vetoes imposed by US administrations 
on academics on the island. Years later, the Section paid a 
well-deserved tribute to the economist Carmelo Mesa-Lago 
without this translating into an exhortation to the Cuban 

19



government that has vetoed, for several years, his return to his 
birth country, that is the object of much of his work.   20

More recently, membership in the Cuba section of LASA has 
begun to reflect a greater degree of academic plurality by 
incorporating Cuban-centered intellectuals who do not 
necessarily respond to official Havana lines, including some 
who are critical of the regime. Perhaps this can help the 
organization take a different course in the future from the 
previous behaviors outlined here, gaining in relative 
professionalism and autonomy, as compared to traditional 
behaviors. 

CONTROL IN CLACSO 
In CLACSO, the over-representation of the island's institutions 
and academics, enabled by a general exemption for Cuban 
participants from paying membership fees, has made it 
possible for Cuba to be among the 6 countries with the most 
Council member centers.

 See  https://www.cubaencuentro.com/opinion/articulos/el-destierro-de-mesa-20

lago-317629

20
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Source: Prepared with the Qgis program from information obtained from    
https://www.clacso.org/institucional/centros-asociados/

If we add to this the proportion between the number of member 
centers and the size of the population, we can see that Cuba's 
representation rises dramatically in comparison with most 
neighboring countries, including those that are similar in terms 
of population and economic size, among other factors.

21
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Source: Prepared with the Qgis program from information obtained from 
https://www.clacso.org/institucional/centros-asociados/ and https://

datos.bancomundial.org/indicador/SP.POP.TOTL

Within CLACSO, veto power is directed by Havana through the 
massive participation of Cuban academics in Council events 
and, especially, through the block vote of the directors of island 
Member Centers, who practically decide the election of the 
successive holders of the Executive Secretariat. The public 
discourse and positioning of these Centers is, as it should be 
within the Cuban regime, monolithic and homogeneous, 
aligned with the political agendas and narrative of the State.  21

An official academic, former director of a CLACSO Center, 
attested to this: "we know, before each Assembly, who we 

 Concerning this subject, see, for example, this recent statement: https://21

www.clacso.org/declaracion-de-los-centros-cubanos-miembros-de-clacso-2/

22
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should vote for. The decision is taken before, within the country, 
in Havana, by our authorities. Ideological and political factors 
play a role, since it is a matter of influencing a contest with the 
neoliberal ideology promoted by the regional academia, of 
supporting the intellectuals and institutions that promote critical, 
renovating and revolutionary thinking. A few years ago, for 
example, a Venezuelan academic named López Maya ran for 
the Council. Our votes, en bloc, helped her competitor, Dr. Emir 
Sader, an old friend of the Cuban Revolution, to prevail. In the 
end, it was proved that we were right, because she has 
become a furious enemy of the Bolivarian Revolution.”
 
Based on the above, it is understandable why —besides 
ideological factors— the Clacsean leadership tends to align 
itself politically and ideologically with Havana.  In 2017, the 22

50th anniversary of CLACSO was celebrated in Havana, 
having among the guests of honor three of the "Five Heroes," 
members of a network of Cuban intelligence agents convicted 
of espionage and, in two of the cases, of responsibility in the 
murder of civilians in the United States.  More recently, a 23

series of events and courses to be held in Havana,  announce 24

the addressing of relevant topics of the regional academic 
agenda —emancipation and domination, racism, gender— but 

 See https://www.clacso.org.ar/difusion/conferencia_cuba2017/conferencia.html22

 See https://www.nytimes.com/2001/06/09/us/5-cubans-convicted-in-plot-to-spy-on-23

us.html y https://profesorcastro.jimdo.com/espionaje-castrista-en-eeuu/

 See https://www.clacso.org/clacso-a-60-anos-de-la-revolucion-cubana/24
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without identifying others  —political authoritarianism, studies 
on democratization, problems of state socialism— that 
specifically contribute to the urgent problems of the nation. In 
this regard, a researcher linked to one of CLACSO's Member 
Centers commented: "I believe that (in these events) we will be 
able to include some of the studies on poverty, racism and 
feminism that we have advanced in recent years, but the 
thematic framework of the call is insufficient. The problems of 
updating the model —on issues such as popular participation, 
economic reform, the new Constitution, migrations— I do not 
see how they fit into a call that seems to have been thought out 
from the perspectives of other Latin American countries." 

It must be recognized that, although CLACSO has substantially 
failed to incorporate intellectuals within Cuban academia and 
society who are critical of the regime, privileging the inclusion 
of official intellectuals in their place, it has given space to 
experts and studies that are more professional and politically 
less partisan. The latter have included publications on the state 
of poverty, economic reforms, social policies, gender studies 
and community participation, derived from research whose 
scientific value is real and recognizable. The system of 
research grants, the regional South-South workshops and the 
courses of the Virtual Campus have allowed researchers —
especially the younger ones— to access knowledge and 
realities different from those that interact daily on the island. As 
one young researcher pointed out: "thanks to the CLACSO 

24



scholarships I was finally able to buy my computer. And in their 
courses and materials, I learned as much or more about 
methodology and social science theories than in my entire 
degree".
 
However, CLACSO has remained totally silent in the face of 
author i tar ianism in Cuba and the systemat ic and 
institutionalized control of the production and dissemination of 
academic debate. A recent call, to celebrate the 60th 
anniversary of the Revolution, combines the reproduction of the 
topics of the Cuban official discourse —the confusion between 
revolution and post-revolutionary regime, among them— with 
the normative and abstract approach of categories such as 
"emancipation" and "domination", typical of analyses without 
real conflicts, times or subjects.  All this in a context where 25

both academia and society suffer —in forms as the dismissing 
of controversial students and teachers, censorship of subjects 
and police surveillance of academic spaces— the effects of the 
multidimensional control deployed by a prototypically 
autonomophobic State.26

Although several of the sources consulted coincide in 
recognizing the participation in LASA and CLACSO spaces as 
a good opportunity to disseminate research and to establish 
collaborative and actualization networks, the criticism about the 

 See https://www.clacso.org/clacso-a-60-anos-de-la-revolucion-cubana/25

 See https://www.programacuba.com/autonomofobia-del-estado26
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weight of the ideological agenda remains. According to an 
academic consulted, "For the Cuban State, both LASA and 
CLACSO are suitable spaces for politicking and the insertion of 
ideological agendas. Cubans go to LASA as a delegation; 
unfortunately it continues to happen today. That is why, 
although some researchers, the most critical ones in general, 
receive invitations and funds to participate in these spaces, the 
Central Committee or the Ministry that regulates the activity of 
the research center wields power and decides whether they 
can attend or not. They also supervise the lectures and panels 
in which they will participate. Hence, in these delegations we 
see many officials and few researchers, which are generally the 
same persons.”  

26



CONCLUSIONS 
In a recent book, sociologist Pierre Gaussens, of El Colegio de 
México, has identified the challenges of the political 
instrumentalization of academia by leftist governments, when 
he calls for "preventing social science from being turned into a 
set of official disciplines, endorsed by and from the State. In 
fact, we think that the very possibility of all science lies in its 
condition of material and symbolic autonomy in the face of 
power, that is, in its free capacity for critical and reflexive 
relationship with this same power and its field of action par 
excellence, the State". For this sociologist, such a challenge 
implies understanding how "the task of continuing to build a 
counter-hegemonic social science involves the need to enrich 
the tools and products of measurement of critical thought" since 
"in the Latin American university campuses, the production of 
critical thought tends to resemble a literature of a philosophical 
nature, if not a mere propagandistic distraction."  This situation 27

is palpable in the positions taken within LASA and, more 
clearly, in CLACSO, concerning the Cuban case. 

 See Pierre Gaussens, La izquierda latinoamericana contra los pueblos : el caso 27

ecuatoriano (2007-2013), Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, Centro de 
Investigaciones sobre América Latina y el Caribe, México DF, 2018.
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Some intellectuals with a reformist pedigree, close to the official 
discourse,  argue that the Cuban system today is moving 28

towards democratic socialism, capable of giving space to a 
culture of debate and the awakening of civil society. Such 
sayings contrast with a reality where the arbitrary restrictions 
imposed on citizen protagonism reach not only the opponents 
of the current order, but also loyal reformers and citizen actions 
whose only sin is the authentic practice of personal and 
collective autonomy.  When so many moderate actors suffer 29

from the uncivil siege of power —fired university professors,  30

censored artists,  threatened journalists,  thought groups 31 32

pushed to shut down — can the thesis of a system capable of 33

reforming itself, with its current representatives and 
mechanisms of power, be maintained ad infinitum? Do the Latin 
Americanist academics who live in their nations, as a rule, 
under (imperfect) democracies that guarantee freedom of 
research, teaching and discussion, not have anything to say 
about this?

 See https://www.proceso.com.mx/465256/legado-del-patriarca28

 See https://www.programacuba.com/autonomofobia-del-estado29

 See https://eltoque.com/la-universidad-como-moneda-de-cambio/30

 See https://www.nytimes.com/es/2019/02/17/cuba-decreto-349/31

 See https://www.periodismodebarrio.org/2019/07/las-historias-no-son-propiedad-32

privada/

 See https://cubaposible.com/comunicacion-la-directiva-cuba-posible/33
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If, as Claudia Hilb points out, there is nothing left on the island 
"of the emancipatory breath that moved so many Cubans in 
1959, and so many other men and women who dreamed of a 
more just world (... ) of hope in a type of society in which men 
would have the possibility of developing their highest capacities 
equally in conditions of maximum freedom"  it is incoherent 34

that the main social science organizations in the hemisphere, 
focused on Latin American issues under a narrative of the 
emancipation of oppressed subjects, still serve as tribunes and 
spaces for the global projection of the sharp power of the 
Cuban State. A society and academia that struggle to shake off 
the corset of political authoritarianism deserve to find in their 
foreign counterparts solid allies for the democratization of 
power and knowledge, never complicit in the Orwellian control 
that hovers over the island's citizens and intelligentsia.

  

 See Claudia Hilb, Silencio Cuba. La izquierda democrática frente al régimen de la 34

Revolución cubana, Edhasa, Buenos Aires, 2010.29
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